
English Language Arts 
Grade 3 

        

    For grade-appropriate texts, the 
Minimally Proficient student   

For grade-appropriate texts, the 
Partially Proficient student  

For grade-appropriate texts, 
the Proficient student 

For grade-appropriate texts, 
the Highly Proficient student   

Reading: Literature   
Detailed 3.RL.1 asks and answers questions to 

demonstrate understanding of a 
text.  

asks and answers explicit 
questions to demonstrate 
understanding of a text, referring 
to the text as the basis for 
answers. 

asks and answers questions 
to demonstrate 
understanding of a text, 
referring explicitly to the text 
as the basis for answers. 

asks and answers complex 
questions to demonstrate 
understanding of a text, 
referring explicitly to the 
text as the basis for answers 
and making inferences 
where necessary. 
   

Detailed 3.RL.2 identifies details that recount 
and paraphrase stories; identifies 
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Reading: Informational Text   
Detailed 3.RI.1 asks and answers questions to 

demonstrate understanding of a 
text.  

asks and answers explicit 
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Writing   
Detailed 3.W.1 writes an opinion piece that lacks 

organization and attempts to use 
reasons to support one's point of 
view: 
  
a. does not include an 
introduction or includes an 
ineffective one. 
 
b. provides irrelevant facts, 
definitions, and details to 
support the topic.  
 
c. inconsistently uses linking 
words and phrases (e.g., 
because, therefore, since, for 
example) to connect opinion and 
reasons.  
 
d. does not include a concluding 
statement or section or includes 
an ineffective one.  

writes a moderately organized 
opinion piece, using some 
reasons to support one's point of 
view:  
 
a. includes a simple introduction 
and organizational structure that 
states an opinion and lists 
reasons.  
 
b. provides limited reasons to 
support the opinion. 
 
c. uses some linking words and 
phrases (e.g., because, therefore, 
since, for example) to connect 
opinion and reasons.  
 
d. provides a simple concluding 
statement or section.  

writes an opinion piece on 
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      Writing: Foundational Skills         
Detailed 3.WF.3 demonstrates limited knowledge 

of and ability to apply spelling 
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Listening   
Detailed 3.SL.2 identifies details of a text read 

aloud or information presented 
in diverse media and formats, 
including visually, quantitatively, 
and orally.  

identifies the main ideas and 
supporting details of a text read 
aloud or information presented 
in diverse media and formats, 
including visually, quantitatively, 
and orally. 

determines the main ideas 
and supporting details of a 
text read aloud or 
information presented in 
diverse media and formats, 
including visually, 
quantitatively, and orally. 

accurately summarizes the 
main ideas and supporting 
details of a text read aloud 
or information presented in 
diverse media and formats, 
including visually, 
quantitatively, and orally. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
   

Detailed 3.SL.3 asks and answers simple 
questions about information 
from a speaker.  

asks and answers explicit 
questions about information 
from a speaker. 

asks and answers questions 
about information from a 
speaker, offering appropriate 
elaboration and detail. 

asks and answers complex 
questions about information 
from a speaker, offering 
relevant and effective 
elaboration and detail.  
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  h. inconsistently uses 
coordinating and subordinating 
conjunctions. 
 
i. produces simple sentences. 

h. generally recognizes when to 
use coordinating and 
subordinating conjunctions. 
 
i. produces simple, compound, 
and complex sentences. 

 
h. uses coordinating and 
subordinating conjunctions. 
 
i. produces simple, 
compound, and complex 
sentences. 

h. uses coordinating and 
subordinating conjunctions. 
 
i. produces simple, 
compound, and complex 
sentences. 
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Detailed 3.L.2  






